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The Problem

The green transition demands collaboration across sectors, yet innovation remains 

fragmented. No company can deliver the green transition alone.

The challenges are interconnected, while expertise, technologies, and resources are 

scattered across organizations and sectors.

Clusters turn collaboration into action—bringing together businesses, research 

institutions, governments, and citizens with the knowledge and resources needed to 

accelerate innovation and create lasting impact from local communities to global markets.

Why it matters

Clusters already support 19% of European jobs and 22% of wages, demonstrating their role 

in driving competitiveness and growth (European Commission).



Vision

Danish companies must be world leaders in the water 

and environmental field.

Mission

Clean is The Danish Water and Environment Cluster that 

connects companies, utilities, knowledge institutions, and the 

public sector to market-driven green innovation in Denmark 

and internationally.

Clean: The Danish Water & Environmental Cluster

300+ Members - 90% are start-ups & SMEs



Knowledge partners



Engage end-users to capture market 

demand; Connect researchers for 

tech foresight.

Map barriers & opportunities to guide 

innovation.

Aligns the ecosystem around shared 

priorities.

Identifies systemic challenges that no 

single actor can solve alone.

Turn research into prototypes & 

pilots.

Reduce technical risks.

Build tangible solutions aligned 

with demand.

Deploy in operational settings.

Prove scalability & business 

models.

Build trust for market adoption.

Unlocks the transition from 

innovation to market uptake and 

impact.

Coordination & Knowledge-

sharing

Research, Development & 

Demonstration
Implementation

How do we support the water & environmental ecosystem?



Clean's offers at different TRL levels

TRL 1 TRL 2 TRL 3 TRL 4 TRL 5 TRL 6 TRL 7 TRL 8 TRL 9

Research & ideation Development & 

Demonstration

Implementation & Scaling

Knowledge Bridge

Pilot

Innovation Partnerships

Incubation program

Accelerator program

Value Chain Projects

Innovation Corner & Expo’s

Market Dialogues & Meet the Buyer
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2021-24 2025-28

Knowledge Bridge 60 60

Pilot 18 90

Innovation Pilots 8 10

Value Chain Projects 6 8

2021-24 2025-28

Accelerator 28 ?

Incubator 0 ?

2021-24 2025-28

Innovation Corner & 
Expo’s

5 10

Market Dialogue & MtB ? ?





















Internationalisation
Supporting Danish innovations to go global



OUR MEMBERS
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OUR NUMBERS
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10 years 
in operation

20 

Members

4 
Continents

7.000+ 
Innovators

130+ 
Public Authorities

250+ 
Research Organizations



WHAT WE DO
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▪ We turn challenges into cleantech solutions — connecting cities, 
corporates, and consortiums with the right partners, technologies, 
and funding.

▪ We drive innovation from R&D to real impact — advancing projects 
that scale from research to full industrial implementation.

▪ We build powerful networks — uniting clusters and SMEs worldwide 
to access projects, funding, and new markets.

▪ Fostering R&D Partnerships — identifying funding (for SMEs), 
screening concepts (feedback to SMEs) and partner-matchmaking.



LATEST ACTIVITIES
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ICN is an official 
COP observer.



Resources

Cluster model(s)ICN Annual ReportTools for Cluster Managers

https://greencape.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/GC_Clean-Tech-White-Paper_DIGITAL_Single-Pages.pdf
https://internationalcleantechnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/ICN-2024-Annual-Report-Complete.pdf
https://www.endurance-accelerator.eu/


Thank you 

for today

Visit: cleancluster.dk

Contact: sca@cleancluster.dk
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